Amendments to the Cijairns : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application, please amend the claims as follows: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process for hydrodehalogenating halogenated meta-cresols 
of the-fonnuta (1) 



in which the to R"^ radicals are each independently hydrogen or halogen, but 
at least one of these radicals is halogen, comprising: 

a^ preparino a catalyst bv applying one or more salts of palladium and/or 
platinum and optionally cooper salts to an aluminum oxide or titanium oxide support 
material; and 

character i z e d i n that i^) contacting the halogenated meta-cresols of the-formuia 
(\) with the catalyst ar o oontaotod w i th a catalyst wh i ch has boon prepared by applying 
one or more sa lts o f pal l adium and/or platinum and op tio na l ly c opper sa l ts to an 
aluminum oxide or titanium oxide oupport mat o ria l . t ogether with hydrogen, at 

temperatures between 1 00 and 250°C. 

2. {Currently Amended) The process as claim e d in accordinq to claim 1 , charactorized 



OH 





/herein at least two of the R 



^ to R"* radicals are each chlorine are used . 



3. (Currently Amended) The process 




teccording to claimJXsj] 
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1 -a fid 2 , oharactor i zed i n that i t wherein the step of contacting is performed at a 

temperature of 1 50 to 250°C. 



4. (Currently Amended) The process as c l aimed in at l east on o of accordinq to claim[[s]] 

cha ra o tori zed in that w herein from 0.5 to 50 mol of hydrogen afe-js_used per mole 
of halogen in the halogenated meta-cresol of formula (l)y sed. 

5. (Currently Amended) The process a o olatm od in at l east one of according to 
cla!m|[sll 140-4, chara c to ri zod in tha t wherein the hydrogen is ttsed-m in the fomri of a 
mixture with an inert gas. 

6. (Currently Amended) The process as ciaimed in a t le ast one of accordinq to claim[[sJl 
14&S, characteriz e d In that w herein the preparation of the catalyst has b ee n pr e par ed 
fe vcomprises applying PdCb, PtCIa and/or RCU to an aluminum oxide or titanium 
dioxide support material. 

7. (Currently Amended) The process as ola i mod in at l e ast o ne o f according to 
claimJlsII 4-te-6, wherein the preparation of the catalyst characteriz e d i n that the catalyst 
has b ee n prepared by applying PdCl2, PtCIa and/or PtCU to an aluminum oxide or 
titanium dioxide support material and add i t i ona l l y further comprises applying CuCI or 
CuCl2 to the support material . 

8. (Currently Amended) The process as claimed in at l o aot on o of according to claim[[sll 
l-tQ-^. wherein charact e riz e d in th at-the catalyst has b ee n is prepared by applying a 
total amount of from 0.5 to 100 g of one or more salts of palladium and/or platinum and 
optionally copper salts to one liter of aluminum oxide or titanium oxide support material. 

9. (Currently Amended) The process as olaim o d i n at least on e of accordinq to claimJlsll 
14e-g, characterized in that rt -steo b^ is performed at pressures in the range from 1 to 

5 bar and in the gas phase. 

10. (Currently Amended) The process as-e^ a^med in at le ast ono o f according to 
claimJXsjl 140-0, further comprising subsequent to steps a) and b): 
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c) collecting a charactoriz o d i n that tho product mixture of steps b) and eresefrt 
n ftor th n hydrodelia l ogonation r oao t ion i s subsequently G o nt to a p rovidinq the same for 
a subsequent chlorination reaction. 
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